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DEBATE   IN   THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


APKIL    30.    1864. 


EEMAKKS 


MR.  HOLMAN  AND   MR.   CLAY. 


ARMT   APPROPHIJiTtOir  BILL.      ' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  to  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  Army  Appropria- 
tion bill.  They  are  few,  arfd  I  shall  ask  that 
they  be  acted  on  at  the  present  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  amendment  of 
the  Senate : 

Add  as  follows : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  of  color 
who  have  been  or  may  be  mustered  into  the  mill 
tary  service  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  the 
same  uniform,  clothing,  arms,  equipments,  camp 
equipage,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  other  than  bounty,  as  other 
soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer  force  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  like  service,  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1864;  and  that  every  per- 
son ot  color  who  shall  hereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service  shall  receive  such  sums  in  bounty  as 
tho  President  shall  order  in  the  different  States  and 
parts  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  $100. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to 
oppose  the  Senate  amendment.  The  compen- 
sation now  fixed  by  law  is  thirteen  dollars  per 
month  for  a  white  soldier  and  ten  dollass  per 
month  for  a  colored  soldier.  This  proposition 
is,  from  the  1st  of  January  last,  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  both  classes  at  the  same  rate ; 
that  both  white  and  colored  soldiers  shall  re- 
ceive thirteen  dollars  per  month.  Of  coarse 
there  can  be  no  misapprehension  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  proposition  at  all  to  increase 
the  pay  and  emolnments  of  white  soldiers. 
The  provision  is  only  that  the  pay  of  the 
colored  soldier  shall  be  increased  from  ten 
dollars  to  thirteen  dollars  per  month,  and  that 
from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1864. 

That  is  the  effect  of  the  proposed  amend 
ment ;  and  while  this  provision  does  not  give 
the  usual  bounty  of  $100  to  the  colored  soldier, 
it  gives  the  President  the  power  to  do  so  if  he 


thinks  fit.  The  object  then  is  manifest.  It  is 
to  place  the  colored  soldier  on  the  exact  footing 
of  the  white  soldier  in  reference  to  pay,  equip* 
ments,  rations,  and  in  every  other  respect. 

Now,  without  saying  anything  for  the  present 
of  the  comparative  merits  of  these  tw^o  classes 
of  soldiers,  or  indulging  in  any  remarks  on 
the  question  whether  the  African  soldier  is 
.worth  as  much  to  the  Government  as  tho 
white  soldier,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  fact,  ignoring  all  prejudice 
in  favor  of  the  white  race  and  agaiijst  the 
black  race,  and  that  is,  that  in  placing  colored 
soldiers  on  the  same  footing  in  regard  to  the 
monthly  pay  with  the  white  soldier,  you  do 
not,  in  fact,  place  the  two  classes  on  the  same 
footing  as  to  compensation,  for  while  you 
make  no  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  white  soldier,  yoa 
actually  provide  for  the  support  of  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  colored  soldier  out  of  the 
public  Treasury.  By  this  Senate  amendment, 
which  you  seem  resolved  to  adopt,  you  raise 
the  pay  of  the  colorjed  troops  to  exactly  the 
same  as  the  white  troops,  and  yet  you  pay  no 
attention  to  the  wives  and  children  of  the  one, 
and  very  generously  support  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  other,  an  actual  discrimination 
in  favor  of  the  negro  troops.  The  discrimina- 
tion is  an  immense  one.  You  are  not  egualiz- 
ing.  The  Senate  amendment  has  not  even 
that  merit.  No,  sir ;  when  you  furnish  the 
wife  and  children  of  the  white  soldier  with 
daily  rations,  as  you  have  been  doing  and  are 
doing  for  those  of  the  black  soldier,  and  make 
that  your  permanent  policy,  then  and  not  till 
then  it  may  be  pretended  that  you  are  plftcing 
our  soldiers,  white  and  colored,  upon  exactly 
the  same  footing.  I  am  not  willing  that  this 
proposition  shall  be  misapprehended.  Yow 
discriminate  clearly,  and  in  this,  that  while  you 
are  supporting  by  rations  and  in  every  other  umy 
the  wives  and  children  of  colored  soldiers  you  fur- 
nish  no  such  advantage,  no  benefits  whatever  to 
the  wife  and  child  of  tlie  white  soldier. 


Away,  then,  with  this  pretense  of  equalizing ; 
''  >3tead  of  equalizing  you  are  discriminating, 
discriminating  in  favor  of  the  colored  soldier 
and  against  the  white  soldier.  I  have  said 
this  much  :  taking  your  own  gronmd  that  these 
two  classes  of  soldiers,  as  soldiers,  are  exactly 
equal.  But  by  no  word  of  mine  will  I  allow 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  that  I  regard  these 
two  classes  of  soldiers  as  equal,  either  as  sol- 
diers er  in  any  of  the  qiialities  which  give 
value  t6  the  elements  of  a  republican  Govern- 
ment. Yon  cannot  make  them  equal.  Since 
the  Government  has  determined  to  employ 
them  as  soldiers,  however  unwise  the  deter- 
mination, the  Government  should  act  justly 
toward  them.  If  they  must  bo  employed,  the 
citizen  who  has  disapproved  that  policy  must 
Still  desire  that  it  should  not  prove  unfortunae 
for  his  country.  As  you  are  determined  upon 
that  policy  we  can  but  desire  to  make  the  ser- 
Tices  of  these  colored  soldiers  as  valuable  as 
possible.  That  does  not  require  any  such 
legislation  as  this.  It  does  not  require  you  to 
give  to  the  colored  soldier  an  actual  prefer- 
ence, a  larger  compensation  for  his  services. 
I  do  not  think  they  ought  to  have  been  em- 
ployed as  soldiers.  I  think  they  should  have 
beeu  employed  in  pursuits  to  which,  by  their 
habits  and  condition,  they  are  well  and  mani- 
festly adapted.  They  could  have  been  so  em- 
ployed in  valuable  service  in  every  one  of 
your  armies ;  but  they  have  not  been  so  em- 
ployed. They  have  not  been  employed  so  as 
to  relieve  the  citizen  soldier  from  oppressive 
and  unaccustomed  labor  in  the  hot,  sunny 
fields  of  the  South,  a  labor  congenial  to  the 
negro  but  destructive  to  the  soldier  of  the 
North,  but  you  have  placed  arms  in  their 
hands,  left  them  in  your  camps  and  abandoned 
fortifications  for  many  months,  while  the  white 
soldier  has  been  toiling  under  the  oppressive 
heat  of  the  South,  to  which  they  are  not  ac- 
customed, sacrificing  thousands  to  your  vis- 
ionary idea  that  "the  African  is  the  coming 
man."  I  say  deliberately,  and  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  that  all  the  able- 
bodied  colored  men  whom  you  have  reached 
by  your  arms  might  have  been  properly  em- 
ployed, and  with  the  general  consent  of  the 
country,  in  services  and  pursuits  to  which 
they  are  adapted,  to  the  relief  of  your  armies, 
in  the  building  of  roads,  fortifications,  and 
countless  other  labors  of  your  armies.  But 
this  would  not  harmonize  with  your  political 
theories.  But  this  discussion  is  not  necessa- 
rily raised  by  the  pending  amendment.  What 
I  protest  against  is  the  discrimination  ;  not  a 
discrimination  in  favor  of  white  soldiers,  but 
agaiast  white  soldiers.  And  no  gentleman 
will  tell  me  that  this  discrimination  does  not 
exist. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question.  Does  he  assert  that  this  bill 
discriminates  against  the  white  soldier  f 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    It  does. 

Mr.  UPSON.    Wherein  f 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  attempted  to  explain 
it;  whUe  you  place  the  white  and  colored 


soldiers,  by  this  amendment,  upon  the  same 
footing  as  to  pay,  clothing,  equipments,  and 
bounty,  you  furnish  no  rations  or  other  sup- 
port to  the  wives  and  children  of  white  sol- 
diers as  you  do  to  the  wives  and  children  of 
colored  soldiers.  Is  not  this  a  manifest  and 
an  important  discrimination?  Does  it  not 
cost  at  least  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  of 
the  white  soldier  to  support  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren f ,  Can  he  more  than  support  them  with 
the  whole  ? 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  upon  whafc  ground  ke  makes  that 
statement  ?  Where  have  there  been  rations 
furnished  by  the  Government  to  the  wives  and 
children  of  black  soldiers  ?  I  want  to  know 
whether  he  means  anything  more  than  this  : 
that  upon  the  Mississippi  and  elsewhere  where 
our  armies  have  gone,  where  there  have  been 
wives  and  children  of  freedmen  and  fugitives 
dependent  entirely  for  support,  they  have 
been  to  a  certain  extent  supplied  ;  whether  he 
means  to  say  that  the  wives  and  ehildren  of 
black  men,  as  such,  have  been  taken  charge 
of  by  the  Government  while  their  husbands 
have  been  paid  as  soldiers  in  the  field  ?  And 
if  he  does  mean,that,  I  hope  he  will  let  us 
know  the  fact.     I  deny  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  great  body  of  colored 
soldiers  have  been  drawn  together  in  the  Mis-  - 
sissippi  valley  and  on  the  coasts  of  North  and 
South  Carolina.  All  the  way  from  Memphis 
to  New  Orleans,  wherever  you  have  established 
"contraband  camps,"  you  have  enrolled  all 
able-bodied  colored  men  into  your  army  as 
soldiers,  and  then  the  remaining  body  of  the 
colored  population  thus  gathered  together  into 
these  contraband  camps,  embracing  the  wo- 
men and  children,  the  feeble  and  infirm, 
amounting  to  hundreds  of  thousands,  have 
been  and  still  are  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment, so  far  at  least  as  furnishing  them  with 
supplies,  rations,  and  superintendence  is  con- 
cerned. And  I  presume  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  will  not  question  that. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  It  amounts  only  to  this ':  that 
where  in  the  South,  in  rebel  districts,  there 
have  been  colored  men  enrolled,  and  at  "the 
same  time  contraband  camps  have  existed,  and 
want  has  been  felt  among  the  women  and  chil- 
drei\,  there  to  a  cert^n  extent  that  want  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Government.  And  from 
that  he  argues  there  has  been  a  discrimination 
made  in  favor  of  the  black  soldiers.  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  would  have 
those  women  and  children  who  have  gone  into 
contraband  camps  starved  for  want  of  aid  from 
the  Government.  I  ask  him  what  he  would 
have  done. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  What  would  I  have  done  ? 
The  gentleman  does  not  understand  me  as 
complaining  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
has  shown  a  proper  regard  for  humanity  to- 
ward these  unfortunate  people.  Not  at  all. 
I  am  complaining  that  while  you  do  supply, 
as  the  gentleman  frankly  admits,  the  wives  and 
children  of  these  black  soldiers  so  drawn  to- 
gether in  the  South,  from  the  necessities  of 


the  case,  you  now  propose  to  pay  the  black 
goldiers  thirteen  dollars  a  month,  and  the 
white  soldiers  the  same,  while  you  make  no 
provision  whatever  for  the  wife  and  children 
of  the  white  soldier.  Whether  it  he  the  re- 
sult ol  a  necessary  humanity  or  not  the  fact 
remains  tfeat  you  do  provide  for  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  blacks  in  your  employment 
and  do  not  provide  for  the  wife  and  children 
of  the  white  soldier.  I  am  not  questioning 
the  daty  of  humanity  rendered  imperative  by 
your  policy,  but  the  actual  inequality  it  pro- 
duces when  you  make  the  pay  of  the  white 
soldier  and  black  soldier  the  same,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  wife  and  child  of  the  one  and  not 
of  the  other. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  thing. 
There  may  have  been  supplies  made,  but  not 
to  tjiese  people  as  wives  of  soldiers.  Nobody 
knows  whether  they  are  the  wives  of  soldiers 
or  not.  They  are  there  in  contraband  camps 
and  have  been  supplied,  not  as  wives  but  as 
human  beings.  Now,  the  distinction  is.  this  ; 
that  the  white  soldiers  from  the  loyal  States 
who  have  left  their  wives  and  families  at  home, 
are  under  pay  from  the  Government  at  the  rate 
of  thirteen  dollars  a  month,  while  their  wives 
and  families  are_  in  charge  of  their  friends  at 
home,  supported  by  their  husbands  or  their 
friends  at  home.  On  the  abandoned  planta- 
tions these  people  who  are  said  to  be  support- 
ed by  the  Government  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases  are  supported  by  their  own  labor.  In 
exceptional  cases  there  may  have  been  sup- 
plies given  to  persons  who  happened  to  be 
wives,  as  far  as  they  can  be  wives  at  all,  of 
soldiers  enrolled  in  the  Army,  but  that  any 
such  system  has  been  adopted  as  to  supply 
the  wives  and  children  of  Mack  soldiers  I 
deny,  and  the  gentleman  cannot  make  it  out. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  is  a  mere  difiference 
in  words.  The  gemtleman  does  not  pretend 
but  what  supplies  have  beeu  furnished  to  these 
colored  people  from  whom  your  colored  sol- 
diers have  been  drawn,  but  they  have  not  been 
supplied  ' '  as  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
colored  soldiers,"  but  only  as  contrabands. 
Where  is  the  difference  ?  The  gentleman 
does  not  pretend  but  that  these  bodies  of  con- 
trabands that  have  been  got  together  upon 
the  Mississippi  and  elsewhere,  and  from  which 
your  colored  soldiers  have  been  drawn,  have 
not  been  supported  by  the  bounty  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  ELIOT.     Not  as  wives. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Not  as  wives  I  You  may 
not  call  them  wives.  They  are  women  and 
children  composing  the  bodies  from  which 
your  colored  soldiers  were  drawn. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Nobody  knows  whether  they 
are  or  are  not. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Well,  what  of  that?  It 
may  not  be  *'as  the  wives  and  children^'  of  the 
colored  soldiers  that  they  are  supported  ;  but 
that  is  a  mere  begging  of  the  question.  You 
have  gathered  together  at  your  contraband 
camps  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  negroes 
as  your  armies  have  advancad,  and  from  these 


camps  you  have  enrolled  many  thousands^f 
negro  troops,  probably  sixty  or  seventy  thou- 
sand from  these  sources  alone,  and  put  them 
into  the  Army.  The  balance  of  these  people 
at  these  camps,  as  the  gentleman  well  knows, 
are  provided  for  out  of  the  Treasury.  They 
are  furnished  with  food  and  clothing.  It  is 
j  ast  and  proper,  I  admit.  After  the  Govern- 
ment has  adopted  the  policy  of  gathering  them 
together  from  their  homes,  it  couRl  not  well 
do  anything  else  ;  but  does  this  change  the 
fact  that  the  negro  soldiers — I  speak  of  the 
geaeral  rule — have  no  wives  or  children  to 
support  f  If  they  have  any  they  are  provid- 
ed for  by  the  Government,  while  the  white 
soldier  must  provide  for  his  wife  and  children 
or  leave  them  to  the  kindly  charity  of  friends 
at  home. 

Bui  the  position  I  have  assumed  remains, 
that  while  these  negroes  thus  gathered  to- 
gether are  supplied  and  supported  by  the  Gov- 
ernment directly  and  immediately,  there  is  no 
such  pretense  of  compensation  in  any  shape 
or  form  to  the  wives  and  children  of  white 
soldiers.  And  yet  you  say  there  is  no  dis- 
crimination. Again,  let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  of  the  white  refugees  who  have 
come  within  your  lines,  driven  from  their 
homes  by  the  iron  heel  of  this  rebellion,  from, 
southwestern  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  mid- 
dle and  eastern  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
and  Alabama,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  whom  have  gone  into  your  service,  not  one 
dollar  of  money  has  ever  been  appropriated  by 
the  Government  for  the  support  of  their  wives 
and  children.  You  see  them,  here  and  else- 
where, thousands,  actual  objects  of  generous 
commiseration  even  for  the  cause  in  which 
they  have  suffered ;  you  have  not  appropriated 
©ne  dollar  for  their  bsnefit,  yet  this  very  bill 
contains  an  appropriation  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  money  to  the  hospital  department  alone  for  the 
support  of  these  very  ''  contrabands,'"  not  blacks 
employed  by  the  Government,  but  contrabands  in 
camps  who  are  rendering  you  no  service  and  enti- 
tled to  no  greater  consideration  or  greater  favor 
even  in  the  eye  of  humanity  than  this  great  body 
of  white  Union  refugees  who  have  been  thus  driven 
from  their  homes.  Yet  the  contraband  sufFers 
from  your  policy,  not  because  he  supports 
your  cause,  while  the  white  refugee  suffers 
for  his  devotion  to  the  Union. 

I  do  not  care,  for  the  purpose  of  my  argu- 
ment, what  may  be  the  relation  of  the  negroes 
in  your  employment  to  the  women  and  chil- 
dren from  whom  they  were  taken.  The  fact 
is  manifest  that  in  a  large  body  of  negroes 
gathered  anywhere,  a  portion  of  them  are  men, 
and  a  portion  of  them  women  and  children,  it 
must  be  presumed  that  there  is  some  relatiout 
existing  between  them  which  approximatesi 
to  the  legal  domestic  relations.  I  have  assu-^ 
med  no  other  position.  If  these  women  anS' 
children  are  the  wives  and  children  of  your  negro' 
soldiers  they  are  supported  by  the  Government ;  if 
they  are  not,  they  are  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  does  nt*.  matter  which  ground  you,  assume  ;; 
if  the  negro  soldiers  have  wives  and  children,  theyi  , 


are  ihe  women  anri  childTtn  you  are  supporting 
The  white  soLUerd  h^vo  Wives  &ui  ubilOrtn, 
and  you  do  not  support  them.  You  pay  bi>th 
classes  of  soldiers  iIih  same,  and  yet  you  dare 
to  say  there  is  eo  discncaination,  when  tho 
one  supports  his  wife  and  children,  and  the 
other  does  not.  I  see,  however,  that  Mr 
Mellon,  the  general  superintendent  of  contra- 
bands on  the  Mississippi,  as  Mr.  Chase's  agenr, 
is  trying  to  compel  a  s^ystem  of  m  srriagn 
among  the  ne^'roes  of  his  department.  I  refer 
to  his  recent  report.  That  report  shows  no^ 
only  the  vast  number  of  ihe^e  nej^roes  who 
are  now  living  on  your  bounty,  the  heavy 
ontliiys  you  are  incurring,  but  the  army  of 
officials  in  your  employment,  paid  out  of  your 
Treasury,  to  superinteud  the  interests  of  the 
women  ard  children  connecred  with  the  black 
soldiers  of,  our  Arm\  ;  and  yet  you  s*^y  there 
is  no  discrimination  !  Whatever  may  bo  )he 
relations  held  by  your  negro  soldiers  to  this 
great  body  of  bait  a  million  of  people  which 
th'-S  (Jovercmentisnowsupportiog,  atd  which 
General  Butler  and  others  are  so  eager  to  iu 
crease,  the  result  is  exactly  the  eamo.  You 
are  supporting  them  by  your  bounty.  *    *    * 

I  state  this  in  general  terms,  and  I  defy 
gentlemen  to  contradict  it,  that  out  of  the 
millions  you  have  expended — I  do  not  say 
improperly  ®r  unnecessarily,  at  least  not  all 
of  it,  in  the  view  of  the  policy  you  havo  in- 
augurated, for  justice  and  humanity  still  re- 
main, whatevt-r  may  be  the  want  of  wisdom 
in  your  policy — out  of  the  millions  you  hrive 
already  expended  not  a  single  dollar  has  come 
bac  k  into  the  treasury.  Excuse  mo  if  I  say 
another  thing,  that  with  reference  to  the 
haud.ul  et  colored  soldiers  you  have  gathered 
together  from  the  States  oi  Maryland  and 
Massachusetts — and  it  may  be  true  as  to  the 
colored  soldiers  exported  from  my  own  State 
of  Indiana  to  Massachusetts  to  be  organized 
iiato  regiments  to  fill  your  quotas — that  while 
their  wives  and  children  are  not  provided  lor 
by  the  Government,  still  in  reierence  to  the 
balance  of  the  colored  population  brought 
into  our  lines  by  your  policy,  by  the  encour- 
agement and  solicitude  of  Generals  Bjukd  and 
Builer,  and  other  commanders,  I  a^k  w.aetber 
the  great  body  of  them  arc  not  now  receiving 
their  support  at  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
without  any  pretense  of  any  return?  I  speak 
of  general  rules  and  not  of  exceptions. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Djes  the  gentleman  know 
that  the  Government  has  furnished  rations 
for  the  tamilies  of  any  of  the  eight  regiments 
of  colored  soldiers  recruited  at  Camp  William 
Pent),  i.t  Pailadclphia  ? 

Mr.  110 L MAN.  When  I  mentioned  Mary- 
land and  Massachusetts  I  intended  to  embrace 
Bach  &i  were  recruited  in  the  States  outside 
4i>f  the  operations  of  the  army.  They  are  a 
mere  handful  of  all  our  colored  troops  if  the 
President  is  right,  that  one  huLdred  thousand 
or  more  of  thesti  troops  are  in  the  service. 

But  I  have  not  spoken  in  reference  to  parti- 
cular ca^es ;  I  have  referred  to  thw  imtns-nse 
body  ot  negroes  you  have  gathered  together 


by  the  advance  of  your  armies,  from  whioh 
yoti  h  ive  coil'C'ed  v.w  great  body  of  your 
colored  soldiers  now  under  the  pay  of  the 
Government.  If  I  might  mention  another 
argument  against  th'.^  iajastice  of  discrimiaa- 
t;ng  in  favor  of  the  negro  troops,  it  wou'd  be 
that  tnese  vnry  negroes,  constituting  iu  many 
parts  of  the  South  the  body  of  the  population, 
have  remained  in  the  midst  of  this  great  coa- 
te  t  perfectly  passive,  and  have  only  baea 
reached,  and  without  any  agency  oa  th-ir 
part  enrolled  into  yoar  servico  by  the  persis- 
tent cou'fice  <  f  year  white  so'diers. 

Mr.  CLAY.  V/ah  ihe  permission  of  my 
friend  f, om  Iudiar>a,  I  wish  to  answer  ihe 
peatleman  irotn  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Eliot.] 
because  he  seems  to  be  ignorant  up',n  the 
subject.  I  will  tell  him  that  the  agents  of 
Massachusetts  and  other  Stares  and  of  the  Gov- 
ernment <^re  not  only  in  the  We  item  States 
drumming  up  rec-uics  but  they  are  going 
about  robbing  and  plundering — I  may  say 
stealing  the  property  or  my  constituents,  and 
yet  ho  seems  not  to  know  it.  I  have  certifi- 
cates in  my  pspsessiou  that  troops  of  the 
United  States  have  gone  to  plantations,  the 
properly  of  my  constuueuts  and  others,  and 
have  swept  away  not  only  negroes,  but  stock, 
cotton,  and  everything  else  they  could  lay 
their  hands  upon  of  value,  even  household 
furniture  and  wearing  apparel  ;  a  poitioa  of 
the  negroes  Laving  bf-jcn  put  into  the  army 
and  the  balarsco  of  th-m,  women  and  children, 
gathered  iu  fields  and  supporl^d  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  G:)vernm^int  of  the  United  S;ate3 
without  any  law  for  it.  Where  is  tho  law  for 
giving  rations  to  th^se  women  and  children?- 
Yet  gentlemen  sit  complacently  in  their  seats 
and  seek  to  continue  th^j  appropriation  for 
contrabands  not  iu  Government  employ, 
which  passed  this  House  a  few  days  sgj,  to 
legalize  this  robbery,  if  you  will  allow  me  sp 
to  call  it,  because  by  the  laws  of  my  State  and 
others  it  is  robbery,  and  men  found  guilty  of 
the  cffense  are  put  into  the  penitentiary  or 
hung. 

If  gentlemen  want  to  they  can  see  these 
certificates  sworn  to  before  a  magistrate.  I 
hope  now  that  gentlemen  will  underbt^iud  that 
such  is  the  case — that  agents  ara  going  nbout 
stealing  and  robbing,  and  that  the  officials  of 
the  Government  are  sanctioning  it.  ladled, 
gentlemen  here  seem  to  bo  justifying  these 
things.  Where  is  the  law,  where  is  the  au- 
thority to  do  these  things  ?  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  wiU  call  on  me,  and  wish- 
es to  see  them,  I  can  show  letters  Irom  as 
good  and  responsible  men  as  are  in  this  House, 
'i'aey  stato  that  these  things  have  been  trans- 
piring lor  months  past.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Goverumeut  have 
been  accumulating,  and  that  they  now  reach 
such  large  figures.  Ic  is  because  of  these  il- 
legal expenditures  of  money  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  report  oif  itm  adjutant 
geut-rul  ot  K  futucky  we  haire  furnished  fifty- 
sevun  thoudund  men  for  the  armies  of  the 


United  States;  and  while  tbe''e  brav«  ibpd 
ari.'  fi^iniDg  the  battlfs  of  the  Uuion.  sp^ili.rta 
tbcir  i)K>od  and  leaving  tbeir  bonea  to  bifach 
npou  Southern  plains,  their  wive?  and  cbil 
di-rtu,  wtiom  they  liiivo  left  behind  thtia,  are 
pluiidered  and  robbed  of  their  property  loft 
for  their  support.  It  is  as  truo  as  that  I  stard 
upcm  this  fl  jor.  I  know  it  to  bn  true.  I  hav*^ 
suffered  myself.  1  know  it  to  he  true,  and  I 
dare  gentlemen  to  deny  it.  I  cm  prove  it  ia 
any  court  of  jastico.  I  ask  nothing  for  my 
self,  but  when  the  laws  of  my  Stnte  are  vio- 
lated and  trampl  d  under  foot  I  have  the 
right  to  protest  af  ainst  it  and  do  now  offer 
my  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  HOLM  iN  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  as  it  is  probably 
within  his  knowledge,  a  question  bearing 
upon  vho  main  question.  Ic  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  colored  peopl'u 
have  been  gathered  together  in  this  Listrict 
from  the  adjacent  portions  of  Vjrgitiia  and 
Maryland.  I  desire  to  know  from  the  gentle- 
man how  these  persons,  including  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  are  now  and  have  been 
for  mcmhs  pest  supported  f 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  these  women  and 
children  have  gone  into  the  Treasury,  and 
when  I  last  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing 
about  it  there  was  from  thirty  to  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  standing  to  the  credit  of  that 
fund. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  refer 
to  some  particular  record  of  the  revenues  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  from  these  sources? 
There  is  a  "contraband  camp"  at  Arlington, 
beyoiid  the  Potomac,  where  I  understand 
thuuiands  of  contrabands  are  gathered  to- 
perhcr  fro  Ji  various  parts  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  brought  in  by  our  troops.  A  village 
has  been  built  there  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government — quite  a  city,  indeed,  substan 
tially  built,  and  inaugurated  four  or  five 
months  ago  with  some  ceremony — for  the 
Support  and  residence  of  these  persons,  su- 
perintended by  many  salaried  agents.  I  have 
seen  in  the  public  journals  ofBcial  advertise- 
ments for  the  ordinary  and  usual  supplies  for 
the/bentfit  of  this  contraband  camp.  Will 
the  gentleman  point  out  the  source  of  reve- 
nue- which  he  refers  to  as  coming  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  these  persons  ? 

Mr.  ELIOT.  The  services  of  those  parties, 
women  and  c  lildren. 

Mr.  llOLlilAN.     How  are  they  employed  ? 

IV'^  ELIOr.  Partly  upon  the  land  there  in 
rai  lug  products  which  go  into  the  market, 
partly  as  teamsters,  as  the  gentleman  says, 
and  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Now,  the  gentleman  mu&t 
know  that  since  that  village  was  established 
there  has  never  beeq  an  opportunity  of  r  jal 
izing  from  it  one  copper.     'Ihe  Government 
canuot  employ  those  women. 

Mr.  ELIOr.  If  he  will  go  there  he  will 
now  find  them  engaged  working  for  the  army 
with  their  sewing  machines  mrnished  to  ibem 


for  that  put-;.' ■>:-?.     f*';  wil' fin-i  .uat 

is  k«nt  of  t^o  prrci't^ds  of  ■'Ik  ■  .  e 

will  find  furtbtraore  a  hal  ,:>  .•  ia 

their  favor. 

Mr.   HOLIIAN.     WiU  the  ,:  ;  -o- 

duce    the    evici'iro    wtsich    vt.'i     ■  .iie 

llouae  ?  Sor?io  <  ffici.ol  txnotef  -  .  ;,{,}- 
ment  from  ofBcers  o!* agents?  -t-o, 

as  a  comriion  bjf  crude,  trains  r '.  -Qcd 

with  women  and  I't'.lo  chiLlri  i  ■^•o-a 

their  homes  in  <  v.  ry  feotiou  <  ;  ;  -  ■  :  ^- ry, 
from  the  mof-t  loyril  p.ari;  of  M.f.l.  ;  !,  aid 
tfcken  into  this  contraband. cni'  f.^-p- 

ported  by  the  G>vnrnment;  a  •  I  \  :  i  ka 

to  know  how  they  are  to  bo  a  h.-nr  •  r-.ve,- 
nue.  That  such  a  village  for  ii  n  ihoa- 
sands  of  people,  built  at  greaf.  <  si,;-  :,  fur- 
nished with  evary  appliance  far  duru  ■ .  .''.f*», 
and  conducted  by  salaried  agcut'^.  e;  -.a  -ituod 
four  or  five  months  ago,  can  b-i  <*  lOOi-^  of 
revenue,  by  raiising  agricultur.j.l  pr(i(i>.c,..<  yr 
otherwise,  to  the  Oovernm-^nt  i3  sim:iiy  im- 
possible ;  and  until  the  gentleman  cm  pre- 
sent to  the  public  some  evid'-nc",  of  •!...««. 

penditures  and  receipts,  we  caui', the 

evidence  which  appeals  to  our  seiitcs  aud  ►'X- 
perisnoe  ever V where  around  ua.  Tde  t-ttih 
is  you  have  not  a  particln  of  evidence  (>f  even 
the  amount  expended,  muci  less  of  rt'V(  aae 
received  from  any  source  whatever  f  oni  the 
contraband  camp.  The  publij  morsf-v  i  ex- 
pended, and  this  House  and  the  omn'ry  hiivo 
not  and  never  will  have  any  acc'innt  if  i-t. 
In  matters  of  public  ezpenoiture  and  piiVic  ■rrve- 
nue  no  mere  ftatement  of  gentlemen  amoan's  to 
anything.  The  people  have  the  right  t-y  kmw 
from  official  statements  what  goes  wiih  their 
jaoney.  If  the  gentleman  will  pr-  s  in  i.\.nj 
such  cfiicial  statement,  such  as  w«  liave  for 
all  other  expenditures,  wo  will  m'>a:i1t  to 
them  with  pleasure  ;  but  none  such  can  bf  pro- 
duced, or  ever  will  be.  I  will  now  yie:d  i-i  my 
friend  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  say  to  the  gfntUman 
from  MassachuKsetts  that  thei-e  servants  are 
congregated  in  camps  with  no  emphrvm^Qt 
whatever.  They  are  brought  t'^gnilur  by 
thousands,  and  are  now  dying  with  (iiscasea 
of  every  description  that  a  mnu  oau  imagine, 
and  instead  ot  being  put  to  work  tbev  KVt-  ly- 
ing there  end  literally  rotting  in  th>  ir  fiich. 

Mr.  ELTOr.  Let  me  say  to  ihe  penilM  oan 
that  it  has  been  my  earnest  wihh  t )  have  a 
Freedman's  Bureau  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  correetiosr  this  very  evil. 

Mr.  CLAY.  You  are  just  mnrderii^g  them 
by  thousands.  1  have  inform;-ui'ni  in  mv  pos- 
pession  showing  that  on  some  riiff  r-^nt  [A  'Dta- 
tions  more  than  one-third  of  iht<  nt'yroHe!  have 
died.  This  is  the  result  of  yar  syi-,V  m. 
Northern  men  are  sending  th*''r  auetits  torhat 
country  and  by  fraud  andbriht-ry  arf  cut  icing 
away  the  able  bodied  u»grofo— l"ii.vun;  the 
women  and  children  to  slarvc—- jjU'I  (  urting. 
them  in  ihe  armies  of  the  Uniti  d  ^fsiJ.'  s  t;>  fill 
their  q-iota,  tVreHy  savina  t-^i  rxis-  U'<-s  irom 
having-to  servrt.  Ic  is  literobv  Milmg  them 
to  the  GoN^er-Hiisut  of  the  Uiii.  d  :i.a.(j.s.     It 


6 


amounts  to  that.  For  every  snch  negro  you 
put  into  the  army  they  save  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  in  their  own  pockets,  for  in  many 
places  bounties  are  offered  as  high  as  |S00 ; 
this  they  pocket  and  never  give  to  .the  negro 
recruit.  They  give  a  small  bribe  to  the  slave 
to  entice  him  to  leave  his  master  and  put  him 
in  the  army,  and  thus  save  the  bounty  they 
would  have  to  give  if  one  of  their  own  citi- 
zens should  enter  the  service.  In  fact,  they 
are  selling  these  negroes  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  at  an  enormous  price  and 
saving  their  own  citizens  and  making  money 
by  the  operation.  You  are  here  now,  know- 
ing these  things,  legalizing  these  acts.  You 
eare  no  more  for  the  negroes  than  you  do  for 
a  hog ;  not  a  bit  more.  You  have  not  half 
the  humanity  that  the  slaveholders  have. 
Your  course  in  this  matter  is  dictated  solely 
by  your  own  interests.  You  are  governed  by 
dollars  and  cents. 

Bir,  as  a  slaveholder  I  have  been  scoffed  at 
here  and  villified  for  the  last  four  or  five 
months.  I  have  held  my  tongue  and  refrained 
from  answering ;  but  my  patience  is  worn  out 
by  this  continual  abuse  of  slaveholders.  I 
would  rather  be  a  slaveholder  than  one  of  you 
who  sit  here  and  legalize  this  robbery  and 
stealing  all  over  the  country.  That  is  what  I 
think  about  it.  I  do  not  profess  to  belong  to 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  CRepublieans;) 
but  I  must  admit  that  all  my  feelings  and  in- 
clinations disposed  me  to  go  with  them.  Why  ? 
Because  I  supposed  that  they  were  in  favor  of 
sustaining  and  supporting  this  Government. 
We  have  pledged  ourselves  to  the  last  man 
and  dollar  to  go  with  you  to  accomplish  that 
purpose.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  driven  from 
my  purpose.  I  shall  remain  firm  and  stead- 
fast, no  matter  what  you<  may  do ;  but  yet 
while  I  Jpledge  you  the  last  dollar,  if  necessa- 
ry, I  do  not  mean  that  you  shall  come  and  rob 
me  of  my  last  dollar  now  and  turn  me  out  on 
the  cold  charities  of  the  world.  I  am  willing 
to  give  dollar  for  dollar  with  you,  but  I  am 
not  willing  that  you  shall  come  and  rob  me 
now.     That  is  what  I  complain  of. 

I  will  just  say  noir,  in  conclusion,  that  this 
system  which  you  have  inaugurated  is  a  most 
abominable  one.  It  is  worse  than  slavery  it- 
self. Your  agents  cheat  the  negroes  out  of 
half  their  earnings,  and  rule  them  with  an  iron 
rod.  They  are  worse  than  any  slaveholders 
in  the  South.  You  talk  about  freedom  1  Is 
there  any  freedom  or  humanity  in  taking  a 
negro  from  his  home,  where  he  is  well  fed 
and  clothed  and  well  treated,  and  putting  him 
in  the  charge  of  an  agent  whose  sole  object  is 
gain,  and  who  has  no  sympathy  for  him,  and 
wiU  cheat  him  out  of  the  fruits  of  his  labor  ? 
Is  that  the  kind  qf  slavery  you  wish  to  inau- 
gurate in  this  country  ? 

Sir,  it  is  an  abominable  system,  and  one 
which  I  believe  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will  never  consent  to.  The  people  will  never 
suffer  that  kind  of  slavery  to  exist  in  this 
country.  Do  you  suppose  that  they  will 
permit  the  control  of  all  this  class  of  people 


to  bo  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  controlled  by  him  as. provided  for  in 
your  bill  which  has  passed  the  House,  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  ?  I  hope  not.  If  they  do,  the 
Secretary  will  be  the  great  slave  autocrat  of 
the  country ;  he  will  have  more  agents  and 
sub-agents  under  his  control,  with  large  sala- 
ries drawn  from  the  Treasury,  of  the  United 
States,  thereby  sucking  the  very  life-blood  of 
the  nation,  to  control  and  take  care  of  these 
four  million  slaves,  to  furnish  them  employ- 
ment, clothing,  and  food,  and  provide  them 
with  homes  upon  the  abandoned  plantations 
of  the  South,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  gen- 
tleman's bill,  than  there  are  now  slave-owners 
in  all  the  Southern  States.  I  ask  nothing  for 
my  people  but  what  is  guarantied  to  them  by 
the  Constitution  of  our  country,  and  I  would  ^^ 

scorn  to  ask  as  a  boon  that  which  they  are 
justly  entitled  to  under  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  have  but  another  remark  ' 
to  make.    A  portion  of  this  discussion  of'^ 
course  has  not  been  pertinent  to  th«  real  issue. '' 
There  is  but  one  question  presented,  shall  we' 
place  these  colored  soldiers  on  the  same  footing' 
with   white  soldiers  as   t9  direct  compensation? 
That  is  the  question.     There  are  but  two  argu- 
ments against  it.     One  of  them  I  have  pre- 
sented already — the  impolicy  and  injustice  of 
the  Government  providing  for  the  women  and ' 
children  of  colored  soldiers  and  not  for  the ' 
wives  and  children  of  white  soldiers,  and  yet 
as    to    pay,    emoluments,   equipments,    and 
bounties  place  the  two  classes  of  soldiers  on 
exactly  the  same  footing.     It  produces  a  mani- 
fest  and  glaring  discrimination  in  favor  of  the ," 
negro,  even  admitting  that  the  two  classes  of 
soldiers  are  equally  valuable  to  the  Govern- 
ment.    I  have  thought  that  the  discrimina- 
tion made  of  three  dollars  a  month  was  at  the 
very  least  a  fair  discrimination,  as  jm.  are   .     ^ 
resolved  on  employing  negroes  as  soWiers,         i$' 
even  admitting  that  white  and  black  soldiers 
are  equally  valuable  to  the  Government,  in- 
asmuch as  you  support  the  wives  and  children 
of  the  one  and  not  of  the  other.     I  have  said 
on  this  point  all  I  desire  to  say.     The  country 
and  this  House  will  appreciate  the  value  of 
unsupported  statements  as  to  the  productive- 
ness of  these  contraband  camps,  but  if  true, 
the  favoritism  is  apparent.     The    patriotic 
wife  of  many  a  gallant  white  soldier  would 
rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  realizing  hand-' 
some  profits  from  GovernmeHt  employment. 
I  have  heard  of  no  such  solicitude  in  their' 
behalf,  nor  of  facilities  offered  to  any  single 
community  of  1  aying  up  from  $30, 000  to  $50, 000 
in  a  few  months. 

The  other  argument  is  this,  and  I  consider 
it  the  main  one  ;  it  presents  the  question — are 
we  prepared  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation  to  place 
the  colored  soldier  on  exactly  the  same  footing 
with  the  white  private  soldier,  independent  of 
every  incidental  consideration  9  There  is  the 
question  naked  and  unvarnished.  That  is 
-the  issue  now  presented,  placing  the  negro 
on  the  same  footing  exactly  with  the  whitt 


private  soldier,  for  you  assume  that  negroes  I* 
are  not  eqnal  under  any  eiroumstances  to 
white  ofiScers.  You  propose  only  to  equalize 
the  negro  with  the  white  private  soldier.  Geur 
tlemen  have  to  meet  that  question.  It  is 
fairly  presented  by  the  pending  amendment. 
It  cannot  be  evaded  on  this  vote.  On  the 
yeas  and  cays  which  will  be  taken  this  House 
will  determine  the  question  so  far  as  this 
body  is  concerned  whether  th«  negro  soldier 
and  the  white  private  soldier  are  to  be  put 
upon  an  equality ;  whether  the  African  who 
baa  submitted  to  ages  of  servitude  shall  be 
placed — not  in  fact  but  in  legislation — on  the 
same  high  platlorm  of  equality,  equalized  as 
far  as  it  is  in  your  power  to  equalize,  so  far 
as  leg'slation  can  do  it,  with  the  white  soldier 
proud  of  his  traditional  courage.  We  have 
seen  the  spectacle  within  a  few  days  past  of 
an  effort  to  place  these  two  races  on  the  same 
political  footing  in  the  Territory  of  Montana 
by  an  act  of  Congress  the  fate  of  which  is 
still  in  suspense,  and  now  we  see  this  further 
step  taken  to  equalize  by  law  the  gallant 
private  soldier  with  the  African  troops,  and 
then  comes  the  argument  that  a  race  that  has 
fought  for  the  public  safety  must  enjoy  every 
right  of  the  citizen.  Is  not  this  the  secret  of  your 
policy  ? 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  gentlemen  who 
hears  my  voice  to-day  thinks  that  in  any  of 
the  social,  moral,  intellectual,  or  political 
elements,  or  so  far  as  moral  or  even  physical 
courage  and  endurance  are  concerned,  there 
is  any  kind  of  equality  between  the  two  races. 
There  may  be  such,  but  I  believe  that  this 
paroxysm  of  equalization  is  purely  political. 
The  one  race  is  famous  and  has  been  for 
uncounted  ages,  not  only  for  its  courage  but 
for  those  qualities  which  spring  out  of  moral 
and  physical  courage,  the  great  fundamental 
principles  of  progress  and  civilization.  The 
power  which  has  laid  the  foundations  of 
empire  end  has  pressed  forward  the  march  of 
civilization,  developes  itself  everywhere  and 
under  all  conditions  in  the  white  race  ;  while 
the  African,  with  similar  opportunities  for 
progress,  with  civilization  existing  on  the 
borders  and  established  within  the  limits  of 
his  continent  by  the  white  race  for  many 
centuries,  has  remained  absolutely  un- 
changed. To  say  that  these  two  races  are 
equal  in  the  elements  of  progress  and  civili- 
zation, that  they  are  equally  valuable  as 
soldiers,  equal  in  their  influence  in  control- 
ling and  directing  evepts,  equal  in  their  capa- 
city to  endure,  to  apprehend,  and  to  compre- 
hend, equal  in  everything  that  enters  into 
the  high  qualities  of  a  soldier — as  you  pro- 
pose to  do  by  this  bill — is  an  insult  to  the 
universal  experience  of  mankind.  Our  proud 
boast  has  been  that  we  possessed  the  best, 
because  the  most  intelligent,  troops  that  were 
ever  marshaled  on  a  field  of  battle.  But  now, 
wonderful  to  tull,  the  negro,  fresh  from  the 
ignorance  and  servitude  of  ages,  is  their  peer 
in  courage  and  equally  valuable  as  a  soldier. 
Tih»  rfices  are  not  e<^rxel  in  the  elements  of 


greatness  and  power.  You  cannot  make  them 
equal  by  law  ;  and  this  attempt  to  equalize 
them  will  not  elevate  the  negro  nor  add  to 
the  courage,  manhood,  and  martial  spirit  of 
the  white  men  of  your  army. 

Sir,  the  right  to  bear  arms  is  the  peculiar 
right  of  the  free  citizen  in  a  free  Republic.  It 
is  not  so  much  a  duty  as  a  right,  the  highest 
right  of  the  citizen.  In  conferring  this  right 
or  imposing  this  duty  on  the  African  you  do 
not  elevate  the  white  soldier.  You  do  not 
stimulate  him  with  new  impulses  of  patriot- 
ism and  honorable  ambition.  You  cannot  got 
rid  of  the  ancient  prejudices  existing  in  the 
Army  and  everywhere  else  against  a  people 
who  have  submitted  to  servitude,  not  a  gene- 
ration, but  for  age3,  and  still  submit  without 
an  effort  to  regain  their  freedom.  While 
there  is  no  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Army 
to  see  the  negro  employed  in  effective  service 
against  the  rebels,  there  is  this  feeling  :  that 
the  attempt  to  place  him  on  an  absolute  legal 
equality  with  the  white  soldier  who  went  to 
the  field  of  his  own  free  will,  who  came  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country  when  the  first  tocsin 
of  alarm  was  sounded,  is  an  insult  to  him,  an 
unjuot  disregard  of  his  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions, of  hi^  high  appreciation  of  the  right  to 
bear  arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country,  and 
a  poor  recompense  for  his  chivalrous  bearing 
on  every  field  of.  battle,  which  only  a  tradi- 
tional sense  of  honor  could  inspire.  For  if  a 
servile  race,  servile  for  submitting  for  ages  to 
servitude,  can  at  once  assume  equality  with 
the  private  soldiers  of  the  most  masculine 
race  that  ever  upheld  empire,  what  becomes 
of  the  pride  of  military  glory  ? 

I  warn  gentlemen  in  their  eager  haste  to 
equalize  the  races  for  unworthy  political  euf'e, 
to  break  down  those  barriers  wJiioh  have  stood 
for  ages,  perhaps  reared  by  prejudice  but  still 
actual  and  real,  that  ia  doing  this  they  do 
not  permit  their  interest  in  the  negro  to  over- 
shadow thir  patriotism,  and  impair  if  not  de- 
stroy the  martial  spirit  of  our  armies  ;  that 
they  do  not,  in  their  efforts  to  elevate  negro 
troops,  discourage  white  troops,  in  their  tre- 
mendous struggle  to  strike  down  this  terrible 
rebellion,  which  can  only  be  mastered  by  the 
strong  grasp  and  irresistible  will  of  the  white 
race.  This  is  a  blow  at  the  private  white  sol- 
dier ;  if  you  impair  his  manly,  patriotic  spirit, 
you  sap  the  foundation  of  your  Army. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ?  I  wish 
to  ask  him  whether  General  Jackson,  at  New 
Orleans,  did  not  put  the  negro  soldier  upon 
the  same  feoting  with  the  white  f 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  for  any  such  stereotyped  ques- 
tion. It  has  been  asked  over  and  over  again 
on  this  floor  by  those  who  believe  the  negro 
at  least  equal  to  the  white  man,  and  it  has 
been  answered  as  often.  I  say  to  the  gentle- 
man that  General  Jackson  employed  the  black 
man  just  as  he  ought  to  have  been  employed 
in  this  war.  Ho  employed  him  in  those  acts 
of  physical  labor  for  which  he  i^  admirably 
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t<3i*-k:r?,  i-p^i  iir.lly  in  fi?o.  t»i-rn  climate.  Oo 
t;  r  ;  "  :■  r.'raia  no  R'.ij*->  gniry  in  history. 
j!  M  u  iM  t-ii  p'ojed  Lim  duiing  th's  war  as 
ytiUr  j'uvi^  r'  4)t  h-d  h  m  in  i  s  advance,  as  he 
v?!i3  eiuylcyfd  thfr,  in  relievicg  cur  own 
pal'anl  toI'V.i^rs  from  that  cxttf'me  phyeicsl 
la"^or  tn  wnicia  they  bjiv<i  h'ecvt  subjeoit-d 
ui:d  r  1;  p  i  of.  suu  of  the  South,  and  refrained 
from  lOiki!  K  hitn  thn  coru»»r  stone  of  your 
political  fcii.fic»»,  the  (Elpment  of  your  fanatical 
ftud  uupru'-; -cable  policy,  and  directed  every 
eDt'ii<y  c-f  lii'.j  riAtion  to  restore  »he  just  supre- 
xijficy  ct  tLe  Coni-tituiiou,  the  whole  loyal 
poniou  cf  tliecouTjtry  would  have  come  up 
witii  one  voi!.c,  in  favor  of  ciufihing  this  le- 
tt  U'OD  *.t  wUalfcver  sacrifioe  of  life  and  trea- 
sure, wvtho'ut  question,  without  qualification. 
It  is  "!y  deviating  fiom  the  policy  of  these 
wor  bur  pairio  s  of  the  past  age,  from  the 
pvudrDt  couufccls  aud  practical  BtatesmaHship 
of  t'ie  earli.  r  aud  better  days  of  the  Republic, 
that  these  ni  sfoitunes  have  crowded  upon  us, 
that  tlia  nition  trembles  in  agony.  Bat 
facaticiym  is  deaf  to  every  appeal  of  reason. 
It  esuits  in  it^i  own  blindness  though  it  walks 
iv  the  uii'ist  of  burning  plowshares. 

Now,  f^ir,  without  extending  these  remarks, 
enteied  upon  on  the  spur  of  thrf  moment,  I 
have  lut  iO  lepeat  that  these  negro  troops 
have  b.  ea  eruployed  at  ten  dollars  a  month, 
wtiile  (til-  white  soldiers  have  received  only 
titiriceu  dollars  a  month,  a  discrimination 
of  ontv  thi.  e  dollars  a  month  in  their  favor. 
It  is  n(;W  jj'f'posed  to  increase  the  pay  of 
the  n.'i;i'>  troops  to  thirte«n  dollara  per 
month,  ai^d  no  increase  in  the  pay  of  the 
vfhs'^-'  soldurs,  while  the  wives  and  children 
of  the,  colored  soldier  are  supported  by  the 
Guvtrtimjiit.  It  is  against  this  that  I  enter 
nij  ^  roLHst,  not  that  it  is  of  such  moment  of 
itself,  but  b.  cause  it  is  part  of  your  intemper- 
ate policy.  I  protest  against  it  in  the  name 
of  ll<a[  guilar  t  army  of  private  soldiers  who 
hsve  borne  'the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day, " 
who  have  pressed  forward  with  tho  indomit- 
ablo  wi^l  ot  the  white  soldier  to  so  many  glo- 
rious vi<!.0!it-9  and  won  such  imperibhable 
honor.  I  s^roest  against  it  as  but  a  part  o( 
your  fciNiil  policy  which  seeks  by  the  force 
of  p(>w«r  to  extinguish  every  vestige  of  the 


old  'B'^pub'ic  of  oar  fathers,  wild,  reckless, 
imprjicticable.  I  protest  against  it  in  the  name 
of  a  distracted  aud  bleeding  country,  which, 
.>rugehu£;  with  defiant  treason,  and  demand- 
ing prud'^nce  and  patriotism  in  the  conduct  of 
its  affiits,  and  the  noblest  incentives  to  con- 
stancy and  courage,  receives  at  your  hands 
only  the  paralyzing  cour^sels  of  fanaticism  aad 
passion. 

After  farther  debate— 

The  (JQ'^stion  recurring  upon  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tho  yeaa  and  nay  a  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  thd  aflarmative — ^yeas  80,  nays  49  ;  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson, 
Arnold.  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brand^geo, 
Broomall,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driorgs, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnesworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Gar- 
field, Grinnell,  Griswold,  Il'gby,  Hooper,  Hotch- 
kiss,  Asuhel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hul- 
burd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kelloggr,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  Mo- 
Bride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moor- 
headvM'irrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton, 
Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sohenok,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Elihu  B. 
Washhurnp,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wil- 
der, Wilson,  and  Windom — 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Brooks, 
William  G.  IJrown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Grider,  Hall, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Charles  M  Harris,  Hcrrick, 
Holman,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, 
Le  Blond,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney, 
William  II.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Perry,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Voorhees,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Fernando  Wood,  and 
Yeaman — 50. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

[It  will  be  seen  that  every  Republican  who  voted 
voted  in  the  afiirmative,  and  every  Democrat  and 
Conservative  voted  in  the  negative.} 


